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Introduction

According to present data, the amount of natural resources with regard to their consumption and existing
supply is actually equal to each other. Statistics reveal that only 10% of the total amount of an extracted resource
is transformed into socially beneficial product, while 90% remains as waste. It is exactly solid domestic wastes,
which represent large-tonnage part of the overall amount of wastes.

The problem is topical, and the mankind is challenged not only by the issue of maximal use of natural resources,
but also by the challenge of reduction of the existing domestic wastes (Reduce), their Reuse, and Recycling.

However, full-value treatment (i.e. recycling) of domestic wastes to occur, it is necessary to organize the
process of sorting of wastes (i.e. separation) well, such an approach, in its turn, will ensure practical implemen-
tation of one of the main principles of sustainable development — waste minimization (Reduce).

What is separation, what importance it has and how it is implemented — information on this is given in
presented booklet and we hope that through it you will obtain information as to how it is possible to receive
quality product from at the first glance useless waste.

The booklet has been prepared and published in the framework of the project “Clean Up Georgia —Raising
of Public Awareness and Involvement in Solid Waste Management Improvement”. The project is being imple-
mented by the NGO consortium — the Greens Movement/Friends of the Earth — Georgia and Sustainable Devel-
opment Union EcoVision, with the financial support of the Swedish International DevelopmentAgency (Sida)

and facilitation of the Ministry of Environment Protection.
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